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Edexcel and BTEC qualificat ions com e from  Pearson, the UK’s largest  awarding body. We 
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internat ional reputat ion for our com m itm ent  to high standards and raising achievem ent  

through innovat ion in educat ion. Find out  m ore about  how we can help you and your 
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Su m m ar y  o f  q u est ion  p ap er  

 

This paper requires students to produce two pieces of cont inuous writ ing.   

 

Students m ust  choose two t it les from  a choice of six and they are advised to 

write about  300 words on each of their  chosen topics.  There is no penalty for 

exceeding or falling below this guideline. 

 

The six t it les include a range of writ ing styles and purposes ( ie;  audience) , such 

as discursive, narrat ive, persuasive, descript ive, explanatory and inform at ive. 

 

A form  of writ ing is often specified, such as a let ter, a report , a journalist ic 

art icle or a speech. 

 

Each piece of writ ing is m arked out  of 30 according to the m arking gr id. 

The 30 m arks were awarded for:  

 

• Content  and Com m unicat ion (18 m arks)  

• Applicat ion of Language (6 m arks)  

• Accuracy of writ ing (6 m arks) .  
 

 

Qu est ion  su m m ar y  

 

Qu est ion  1   

Students were asked to write an essay to be published in the local newspaper 

about  the benefits of a newly opened health cent re to the local people.   

 

Qu est ion  2   

Students were asked to write a speech to read to their  fr iends at  school about  

the opportunity to part icipate in a talent  show, point ing out  how they prepared 

for it  and the obstacles they m et . 

 

Qu est ion  3   

Students were asked to write an art icle about  how fast  food has changed our life 

style. The purpose of the art icle was to point  out  and convince young people of 

the negat ive social and econom ical effects of the fast  food on people. 

 

Qu est ion  4   

Students were asked to report  the findings of a survey concerning the decision 

of the Educat ional Authorit y to lim it  the use of I nternet  in schools.  Students 

were asked to write a let ter to the Minister of Educat ion to inform  him / her of the 

outcom e of their  findings. 

 

Qu est ion  5  

Students were asked to write an art icle for a tour ist  m agazine about  one of the 

beaut iful places in the Arab World in order to encourage tourists to visit .  

 

Qu est ion  6   

Students were asked to write a narrat ive relat ing to a st im ulus picture. The 

scene of the picture related to a wom an in a restaurant  set t ing. 

 



St u d en t  p er f o r m an ce  

 

The m ost  popular quest ions were 3 and 5. These were then followed by 

quest ions 4, 1, 2 and last ly,  quest ion 6. 

 

Qu est ion  1  

The m ajor ity of the students who at tem pted this quest ion were able to sat isfy 

the requirem ent  of the quest ion t it le. However som e students were too 

am bit ious and went  further to write about  general m edicine. Most  students who 

at tem pted this quest ion did well and scored good m arks. 

 

Qu est ion  2  

Most  of the students who at tem pted this quest ion were able to concent rate on 

the required task and m anaged to write interest ing speeches. A sm all num ber of 

students m issed an im portant  part  of the task by talking about  winning the 

talent  show com pet it ion, and how they felt ,  rather than m ent ioning the obstacles 

they faced during their  preparat ion to the com pet it ion. 

 

Qu est ion  3   

This quest ion was the m ost  popular and there was evidence of  except ional 

writ ing skills. Most  students went  beyond the social and econom ical effect  of fast  

food to discuss the health hazard in order to enhance their  writ ing. I t  was 

agreed to credit  this enhancem ent  as an addit ional elem ent  to the task. 

 

Qu est ion  4   

The m ajority of students who at tem pted this quest ion were able to respond well 

to the task with a good style of let ter-wr it ing. Few students st ruggled to respond 

to the task, showing lit t le expansion, descr ipt ion, im aginat ion or expressing 

opinion, and were not  able to score well.  

 

Qu est ion  5  

Most  candidates who at tem pted this quest ion were able to dem onst rate good 

understanding of the task and the best  am ong them  were those who 

concent rated on com m ent ing and describing just  one place, as required by the 

quest ion. There was evidence of som e students scat ter ing their  answer by 

writ ing about  m ore than one place. 

 

Qu est ion  6  

This quest ion provided a st im ulus (picture)  for students to wr ite a narrat ive 

relat ing to the content  of the picture. Many students who at tem pted this 

quest ion did well enough to deserve high m arks.  Higher m arks were awarded to 

those responses which were relevant  to the st im ulus task and were writ ten in as 

a narrat ive. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Ad v ice t o  st u d en t s 

 

St u d en t s sh ou ld :  

 

• Enrich their  general knowledge of the Arabic language through reading 

different  styles of writ ing from  books, m agazines, newspapers and 

internet ,  as well as acquir ing knowledge from  other m edia sources. 

 

• Read and understand previous I nternat ional GCSE Arabic exam  m aterial, 

which norm ally carr ies valuable inform at ion that  can be very helpful when 

answering future exam s. 

 

• Read the m odel sam ple answers of previous exam s. 

 

• Fam iliar ise them selves with the form at  of the quest ion paper. 

 

• Adhere to writ ing on the designated lined pages in the answer book. 

 

• I ndicate clearly the quest ion of their  choice and answer it  in the specified 

area ( lined pages)  ensuring that  there are no other answers for another 

quest ion in the sam e space. 

 

• Ask for ext ra lined paper from  invigilators should the specified area not  be 

large enough for their  response. 

 

• Underline the im portant  words or phrases that  refer to the required task, 

when answering a quest ion, to ensure that  they respond to the ent ire 

task. 

 
  



 

 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 

link:   

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant  to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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